Delegates Gather in Las Vegas for the IBT Convention

Making a proud and strong ap-
pearance, 33 members of Local 63
attended the 27" International Broth-
erhood of Teamsters Convention in
Las Vegas.

The late June gathering was
attended by thousands of delegates
from North America. The Local’s dele-
gation included executive board mem-
bers, officers, business agents, shop
stewards and rank-and-file members

from Yellow Freight, President, UPS,
Roadway, Stater Brothers and Ralphs.

Business Agent Bob Turner

In addition to a compelling key-
note address from General President
James P. Hoffa, convention attendees
had the opportunity to hear a number

officials who support the labor move-

ment, attend seminars and fundraising
events, and meet with representatives
in their trade from all over the country.

For first-time attendee member
Bud Wally, the convention was eye
opening. “l went as a spectator and
it was very interesting. Being there
gives you a good understanding of
how the union works on the interna-
tional level. But perhaps the biggest
thing that stands out is the unity. It
was overwhelming,” he said.

“For someone who really cares
about the labor movement and who
wants to be involved, the convention
IS a great experience,” the Roadway
dock worker and nine-year member
pointed out. “I'll be at every conven-
tion until | retire as a spectator, del-
egate or alternate delegate, no matter
where they hold them.

Roadway line driver and 14-year
member Ken Green agreed. “The first
convention | attended in 2002 was as
a delegate and it was very enlighten-
ing. This year | went as an alternate
and missed the opportunity to vote.
However, the convention is an incred-
Ible experience and everyone should
get the opportunity to go if they can.

Active Teamster Jennifer Coughe-
nour, who attended as an alternate,
found the unity and diversity of the
gathering impressive. “It was incred-

Ken Green, fennifer Coughenonr and Bud Wally.

Local 63 staff members Liz Suarez, Colleen Larkin and husbands Nap
Suarez, Bill Larkin.
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Business Agents Carlos Barnett and Barbara Molina

knowing that whether you knew them
or not, we are all brothers and sis-
ters,” the Roadway clerk noted.

“And it was awesome, coming
from freight, to see so many different
crafts represented. We are not just
the stereotypical laborers. The Team-
sters are evolving to represent great
professionals in many different fields,”
she added.

The IBT convention underscores
strength and unity, and the union’s
commitment to its roughly 1.4 million
members. “Anyone who wants to be
active for the members they represent
should go to the convention and ex-
perience something they won’t experi-
ence anywhere else. It gives you a
really good understanding of what the
union is trying to do for you and your
family,” added Bud Wally.

The Local 63 delegation came
from the event empowered to make a
difference for all working Californians.
They were reminded — thanks in part
to a gripping speech by U.S. Sena-
tor Joe Biden (D-DE) - that the union
must continue to fight against corpo-
rate greed and battle a president who
has waged a war against labor.

“You, not big business, built the
middle class in this country. You are
the only thing that stands between
the middle class
and the shift-

Ing of power Iin
America to the
very powerful,”
the senator noted,
later saying, “The
Bush adminis-
tration is on a
mission to crush
organized labor.

If you gave them
one choice, one
wish, it wouldn’t
be to balance the
budget or make
health care avail-
able to all Ameri-
cans. It would

be to change the
rules so it s harder

Marcus Roberson and Ken Haarala

to organize.

For many in the delegation repre-
senting Local 63, attending the week-
long gathering was an honor.

“It was a great privilege to be
elected as an alternate delegate
on the slate for Local 63,” 14-year
member Jennifer Coughenour added.
“To be representing one of the larg-
est locals in the country is fantastic.

It s really no secret why we re so well
respected among all the other locals.
| would love to attend again and rep-
resent what other people refer to as
‘Randy’s Local.”

Ed Reynoso, his wy“e Marla, their son and Meline Juarez




