They might be in the far-
reaching desert areas of South-
erm California, but the dedicated
UPS members working out of
Blythe, Barstow and the Yucca
Valley facilities are a tight group
of Teamsters

| wish | would have driven
out of one of the smaller remote
areas because it's really one of
the best places to be within United
Parcel,” Local 63 Businass Agent
and former UPS driver Sam Stew-
art noted,

A couple key factors make
working out of a smaller center
ideal. “You're not under constant
supervision and you load your
own truck so you can't complain
about how it's packed. Except for
the heat, it's actually quite a nice
job," Stewart said.

Local 63 represents roughly
15 members at each of the three
sort-and-load facilities.  (Drivers
gort and load their own trucks.)
On average, drivers waorking out
of outlining facilities can log up-
wards of 300 miles a day on their
brown trucks.

While technology might be
lacking, the Blythe UPS facility is
among the newest in the group,
and Yucca Valley is the only one
that has a moving belt. But Stew-
ard says this group of long-term
amployeaas make it work and don't
complain

“These solid and long-term
UPS members are really wvery
gself-sufficient. And because they
don't have manageament parson-
nel on the premises, there are
very few problems. When things
do come up they're use 1o resoly-
ing issues on their own,” he ex-
plained

Although company supervi-
sors are absent, they are over-
geen by management. Both
Blythe and Yucca Valley are over-
gean by management in Palm
Springs, and Barstow is under
managemsnt out of Victorville.

In addition to their business
agent, memberz can turn o a
group of committed union activ-
ists, Shop Stewards Brad Scares
and Danny Paul (Yucca Valley)
and Jeff Whiting and Greg Fitz-
patrick {Barstow).

“They are extreamaly capable
and knowledgeable stewards who
can handle the few problems that
do arize,” Steward said.

Ferhaps one of the best as-
pacts about the job is the close-
bond the UPS members form
"There is a necessity out in the
smaller areas to really work to-
gether to get the job done. They
are charged with this responsi-
bility everyday. There is no one
looking owver their shoulder, and
there is no one they can look to to
get the job done except for each
other,” Stewart explained,

“I'm really proud of these
guys. They really pull together
day in and day out to get the job
done,” he added.
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